Diagnostic difficulties of factor XI deficiencies: interferences' assay or real deficit?
Madam P, 77 years old, consulted in the hemostasis department after a coagulation anomaly was discovered during her preoperative test for a total hip prosthesis. After confirmation of a persistent and increased aPTT, additional tests were performed and showed the presence of antiphospholipid antibodies. Factor VIII level could be corrected after the plasma dilution to 1/40(th). But successive dilutions were not enough to obtain a correct factor IX (FIX) and factor XI (FXI) level. FIX level was obtained by chromogenic method in order to avoid the interferences caused by the antibodies. Finally, despite the change of reagents and dilutions up to 1/160(th), the FXI level couldn't be determined. Despite these results and those of the thrombin generation assay, the surgery was successfully done without specific treatment thanks to the absence of hemorrhagic history. This observation highlights the diagnostic and monitoring difficulties for uncommon clotting factor deficit. The development of interference free test could increase the support for these patients.